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On September 10, 1939, Canada was again at war.  Able-bodied distillery 
workers volunteered.  Some went overseas.  Some died.  And all were 
transformed by the experience.  The distillery itself was again devoted to war 
work, primarily pumping out ethanol for fuel and the manufacture of rubber so 
essential to the allied victory.  In the absence of Prohibition, large inventories of 
whisky and other beverage alcohol were sold.  But as the war progressed, 
supplies declined, rationing ensued, prices rose, and  line-ups at liquor stores 
lengthened.  According to newspaper reports, Gooderham & Worts – Hiram 
Walker remained profitable, but less profitable than before. 
 
Unfortunately, the Second World War at the distillery has not received the 
same documentary and research attention as the First World War.  The story 
remains to be written.  For now, we simply present the Honour Roll to identify 
and celebrate those employees who put their lives on hold and those who gave 
their lives during the Second World War (1939-1945).   
 
The Honour Roll contains the names of workers from both the Toronto 
(Gooderham & Worts) and Walkerville (Hiram Walker) distilleries, and draws 
from all levels of the workforce, from lowly labourer to upper management.  But 

http://distilleryheritage.com/snippets/38.pdf


the names of those who worked on the home front, in the distilleries, have not 
yet been unearthed, and their contributions to the war effort remain untold. 
 
If you have information about Gooderham & Worts during the Second World 
War – photographs, documents, personal memories, acquaintance with 
someone who would be willing to share knowledge, please contact Sally Gibson, 
sg@thedistillerydistrict.com.  
 
 
 

 
        Globe & Mail, January 20, 1943                       Globe & Mail, August 3, 1944 
 
 
 
Please send your comments or questions to Manager of Heritage Services, Sally Gibson, 
sg@thedistillerydistrict.com.  
 
For more about the history of the Distillery District, visit  www.distilleryheritage.com
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